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 Woodstock, New Hampshire 03262                                                                                               Kristen Durocher: Co- Chair, Samantha Bobo-Woodworth: Co-chair, James Chesebrough: Secretary 

Members: Roy Whitaker, Tracy Morgan, Jason Cohen, Mark Sellingham, 
Gil Rand, Selectboard Rep.

APPROVED  MINUTES: Woodstock Conservation Commission Meeting No Public Participation
Thursday  Feb. 15, 2024, 5:00 -6:30 pm 

165 Lost River Road, Woodstock, NH 03262 
Work Session on Merriam Woods Management Plan
Attending: Samantha Woodworth (Co-chair), Jim Chesebrough (Secretary), Tracy Morgan (member), Roy Whitaker (member) Jason Cohen  (member), Mark Sellingham (member), Gil Rand (Selectboard rep)  Absent: Kristen Durocher (Co-Chair), 

Call to order at 5:03 S. Bobo Woodworth Co-Chair
The purpose of this meeting was to have members of WCC continue work on first draft of the management plan for Merriam Woods.
Activities and Actions:

1. Members consensus was that popularity of the property as a climbing area may lead to overuse. Estimate around 180 current climbing routes. How might this be controlled with management plan? Discussion on:

· Moratorium on future routes.
· Restrict total number of climbing routes.

· No use of power tools on climbing routes.

· Limit climbing parties to 6 climbers.

· Members of the climbing community have been very interested in the past of assisting in this work. In order to gain a better perspective on current situation, S, Bobo-Woodworth will draft a letter to the climbers asking for:

·  an inventory of existing climbing routes.
· An inventory of the current number of bolts.

· Suggestions on how number of climbers might be controlled.

2. Motion to instruct S. Woodward Co-Chair to compose letter to be sent to climbers after sharing with members. J Chesebrough Second S. Bobo-Woodward. 

3. Review of Google Drive document for WCC management plan. Edits have been completed up to p. 11 #14.
4. Additional edit. Currrent Uses of Merriam Woods Property, p. 9 Hunting- “no bear baiting on the property.” has been added.
5. The Access Fund “Climbing Management Plan “is a 78page document with many items that might be of use in designing the WCC plan. https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/doc_library/AccessFund-Climbing-Management-Guide.pdf   R. Whitaker suggested that a link to this plan might be beneficial in our plan to be used to give climbers more information.
6. Motion to accept edits up to p. 11 #14: S. Bobo-Woodward Second: T. Morgan Approved
7. Discussion of unedited section of draft. Next meeting members should discuss individual edits to items listed beginning on p. 11 #14 #15.
8. Item 16 on Parking should read, “parking is outside of WCC purview / jurisdiction; parking is not on Miriam Woods property, so please see the parking ordinances of the towns of Woodstock and Thornton.
9. Members agreed that they will read the  Access Fund “Climbing Management Plan” , before the Monday Feb 26 meeting to note sections that would be pertinent to the WCC management plan. These items, along with review of p. 11 #14 #15 of draft will be reviewed at that time.
Adjournment: 6:29 PM Motion S. Bobo-Woodworth Second J Cohen
Next meeting Work Session Monday Feb 26, 2024,  5-6:30 PM.
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 Fax:  603-745-2393                          
The Town of Woodstock PROHIBITS DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, RELIGION, AGE, DISABILITY, MARITAL OR FAMILY STATUS

The Town of Woodstock Is an EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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